[image: image1][image: image4.png]Ak ok



 
_______________________________________________________________________________











        March 2019

Dear Sisters,   
In May I will finish my second term of office as President of UISG. I want to thank you for your continued trust and collaboration during these six years. Before leaving office, it seems important to address several matters which have arisen during this second term of my mandate as President.  As I write we are preparing for the 2019 UISG Assembly which will take place from May 6-10 with a series of workshops being held before and after this event. During the Assembly we will be celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the founding of Talitha Kum – the worldwide network of consecrated persons against trafficking in persons. This initiative grew out of a commitment made at the 2003 UISG Assembly. This demonstrates the important role that UISG Assemblies play in deepening our life and ministry as religious. While not every congregational leader can attend we hope that the fruits of the Assembly will be passed on through the meetings of Constellations and Conferences of Religious at continental, regional and national levels. 

During these past months there has been increased focus on abusive relationships within different sectors of society including that of religious life. This led the Executive Board of UISG to issue a statement condemning any kind of abuse of power and points to the necessity to form the members of our congregations so that relationships at every level are healthy, respectful and mutual. It is important for us as leaders to speak up and to take appropriate action whenever and wherever needed. A lengthy statement was issued by both the UISG and USG before the Vatican meeting on the abuse which outlines various ways in which we as religious can help to promote a culture of safeguarding. 

The representative role of the UISG has grown in importance during these past years. We are increasingly called on to participate in meetings, and we are consulted on important matters that arise. In addition we have contributed to recent Synods through the representatives nominated by UISG and written submissions. We have also been very active in responding to contemporary social needs (migration, anti-trafficking and care of the earth) and to your requests for help with training formators, for formation in intercultural community living and the provision of canonical advice. Webinars have helped us provide on-going formation worldwide. All this needs funding. We are very grateful to several foundations who are particularly supportive of female religious life for their financial support of our programs. 

We know that we must plan well for the future of both the UISG and religious life in general. In order for UISG to continue to be active and meaningful, funds are needed. As numbers within religious congregations decline, so too does the amount received from the annual dues. New congregations are generally small numerically and while wanting to belong to UISG are often struggling financially.  

We are immensely grateful to those congregations that have already included UISG in their list of benefactors and would like to encourage others to consider doing the same.  Whenever you are sending your annual donations to various organizations or if celebrating a congregational event or if you are sadly coming to completion as a congregation and disposing of your assets, would you consider making a donation also to UISG? You may choose to donate to a particular aspect of UISG’s life and mission outreach but the real need is in terms of General Administration and Unrestricted Funds that allows UISG to respond to emerging needs.  I’m enclosing a form which may help you to decide how you might like your donation to be used.

May we continue to be “sowers of prophetic hope” wherever we are and through all we do. We are looking forward to seeing you during the Assembly and we thank you for being faithful and active members of UISG. 
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______________________

Sr. Carmen Sammut, smnda
President of UISG 
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DONATION TO UISG

Name of Congregation:  
___________________________________________________

Address of Congregation:
___________________________________________________

UISG Code:
___________



Name of Superior General/Congregational Leader:
____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Amount of Donation:
____________________________________________________

For:


UISG Projects: 

______________________________________________

UISG Administration:
______________________________________________


UISG Capital Fund:

______________________________________________
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